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Russian Aspectual System: Why Do Triplets Not Compromise Pairs?
Irina Mikaelian, Pennsylvania State University and Anna A. Zalizniak, Institute of Linguistics,
Russian Academy of Sciences

The paper considers the genesis and the status of so-called aspectual triplets within the Russian aspectual
system. We claim that, far from being marginal, the triplets represent a highly productive and common
phenomenon for this system. Indeed, they are generated by the same mechanisms (suffixation or
deprefixation) that generate aspectual correlates for virtually any perfective verb.

However, recognizing the existence of aspectual triplets does not imply rejecting aspectual pairs: On
the contrary, the latter should be considered as constitutive for the Russian grammar of aspect.

The term “aspectual triplets” applies to a chain of morphologically related verbs such as komkat iy
— skomkat’ s — skomkivat 'y where: 1) IMPF1 is a simple imperfective verb; PF is a prefixed perfective
verb formed on IMPF1; IMPF2 is an imperfective verb formed by suffixation on the perfective, and 2)
both IMPF1 and IMPF2 can function as aspectual correlates of the prefixed perfective verb thus
representing more or less close synonyms.

Actual status of a given triplet within the aspectual system is determined by two parameters, both of
which represent a scale: The first is the more or less important semantic contribution of the prefix to the
meaning of the verb. The second is the more or less high frequency of use of IMPF2. The following table
illustrates how different values of the two parameters correspond to different status of IMPF1 and IMPF2
with respect to the aspectual correlation.

IMPF1 PF IMPF2

1. Exemplary — nepenucamo nepenucoigams

suffixed pairs OMKPbIMb OmKpvI8AMb

UCKTIOUUMD UCKTIOUams

2. Suffixed pairs | [ze3mb (Ha nepeBo)| | 3arezmo 3ane3amo

with a potential [peams (3y0)] 8bIPBAMb 8bIPbIGATND

IMPF1 [kanamv (B HOC)] 3akanamo 3aKanvleamo

3. Exemplary ecmb cvecmy cveoambs

triplets yumamo npouumams npouumvleams
2UbHymb nocubHymo noeubamo
denumao pazoenumo pasdensams
xeamamaw cxeamums cxeamuvleamao
KOMKamb CKOMKAMb CKOMKUBAMD

4. Prefixed pairs | omamo (BEeTKy) cromama [crambieams]

with a potential | pucosams Hapucoeams [?Hapucoevieamy]

IMPF2

5. Exemplary denamo coenanb [??coenvieams]

prefixed pairs cmpoumo nocmpoumao [7?7?7nocmpausams|




