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Many recent publications on reading in foreign languages have emphasized the 

advantages of using authentic texts as an important criterion in teaching toward 

proficiency. Written for native speakers, authentic materials increase motivation of 

learners and form their communicative competence. Despite the considerable amount of 

research on the use of authentic texts, few studies have been conducted that address the 

actual student competence and ability to deal with such texts. This paper will make an 

attempt to discuss and report successful practices of using authentic materials in teaching 

reading in Russian in the virtual learning environment. 

 

The methodology presented in the paper is based on the typology of texts developed by 

James Child (1981). The paper presents activities and techniques for reading, classifying 

authentic texts into three levels: highly predictable texts (weather maps, menus, hotel 

bills, etc.), predominantly factual texts (recipes, directions, posters, simple news items, 

etc.), and editorial texts which express opinion or emotion. 

 

It is highlighted that students’ background knowledge is as a crucial factor as text 

difficulty in reading comprehension. Therefore, the system of pre‑reading and post-

reading exercises is introduced. The materials were created in compliance with the 

requirements of ILR proficiency scale and limited to levels novice through intermediate. 

It is suggested that since one text can evaluate different levels of proficiency, it is 

important to properly select the activities. This could be done through simplifying the 

task; however, the task should be as authentic as the text. The use of these materials is 

based on the presenter’s and her colleagues’ experience in teaching on‑line Russian 

classes in Language Enabled Airman Program. 
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