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Unlike Fedor Dostoevsky and the future procurator of the Holy Synod Konstantin 

Pobedonostsev, many members of the St. Petersburg division of the Society of Lovers of 

Spiritual Enlightenment found in the Old Catholic movement evidence of the waning of 

papal authority in the West and the potential for communion with Western 

denominations. For these reasons, theologians from the St. Petersburg Theological 

Academy participated in Old Catholic congresses, corresponded with Western 

theologians, and conducted comparative analyses of Old Catholic, Anglican, and 

Orthodox sacramentologies in an attempt to establish a foundation for ecumenical 

communion. However, by the time that Vladimir Solov’ev wrote his 1883 article on the 

Old Catholics, the fleeting surge in support for Old Catholicism in the 1870s was 

attributed to Otto von Bismarck’s encouragement of the movement hostile to papal 

infallibility as part of his Kulturkampf against Catholic influence in Germany. All the 

same, Dostoevsky and Solov’ev display a common tendency of many associated with the 

Society to engage Catholicism in their writings of the 1870s and 1880s, thereby attesting 

to a lasting legacy of this movement. 

 

This study will examine how the Society’s proceedings addressing the Old Catholic 

movement impact Solov’ev’s and Dostoevsky’s perceptions of Catholic unrest and its 

contribution to the Polish independence movements that challenge the Orthodox East. 

This discussion will show how their engagement with the Old Catholic movement reveals 

the authors’ distinct visions for the future of Russian Orthodoxy with Solov’ev’s articles 

arguing for the necessity of an ecumenical dialogue between the Catholic and Orthodox 

traditions and Dostoevsky’s advancement of a Russian Orthodox triumphalism. For 

Solov’ev, the advent of the kingdom of God on earth presupposes individuals’ 
transcendence of exclusive nationalisms as part of the victory over the personality, or 

ego. 
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