
Veronika Williams, University of Arizona  
 

Fostering Learner Autonomy through Process Syllabus in Russian Global Simulation 
Course 

 
The University of Arizona offers a Russian Global Simulation (GS) which is a high 
intermediate oral communication course. GS consists in the creation of a fictitious yet 
culturally grounded world in which learners take on and develop character roles related to 
a specific context as well as interact in a target language and learn about culture. The GS 
format shows great potential for higher level language courses (Levine, 2004; Levine et 
al., 2004; Dupuy, Michelson, & Petit, 2013) Even though GS has existed for over 40 
years, there is still a need for a structured and systematized theoretical framework that 
can guide successful implementation of GS courses. This study investigates the 
effectiveness of a process syllabus which was implemented in the spring of 2015 as a 
possible pedagogical framework for GS as well as its potential to foster learner autonomy 
(LA). A pedagogical cycle developed by Ma & Gao (2010) was adapted. The teacher and 
students negotiated the following parts of the course: course goals, simulation scenario, 
modules, materials, and evaluation. Students also completed Learning Diary and 
Learning Portfolio which served as tools for reflection, motivation, record keeping, and 
an organizational space for course materials. The rationale for using process syllabus is 
an attempt to foster their autonomy and to increase the level of motivation which is a 
crucial element for the success of GS. In this talk, I report the results of both quantitative 
and qualitative analysis of three main areas: students’ perceptions of the effectiveness of 
process syllabus and GS, students’ use and perceptions of Learning Diary and Learning 
Portfolio, and changes in language learning strategy use due to training. The results of 
this investigation uncover complex relationship between students’ readiness and 
willingness to assume control over learning (LA) and the success of a course that 
implements process syllabus. 
  

 


