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Abstract:

The presentation will address some of the issues in selecting and ordering grammar topics in the
creation of a comprehensive beginning Russian textbook, and then choosing the appropriate
activity type(s) to guide learners in assimilating the topic. While the many topics that cause
learners difficulty in first year Russian are well known, the question of the best fit between
problematic grammar constructions and activity types (gap activities, processing instruction,
structured input, noticing, etc.) has received far less attention. The presenter will present the
basic characteristics of those activity types and illustrate them with examples. He will then argue
that examining the nature of the linguistic and pedagogical problems posed by certain structures
can help teachers determine what pedagogical intervention(s) are most appropriate for a given
structure.
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