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Abstract: 

 

The learning and teaching of foreign languages is critical to the liberal arts mission of 21st 

century education (Rifkin, 2012). The Liberal Education and America’s Promise (AAC&U, 

2007) program features intercultural understanding as one of the goals of the liberal arts and the 

VALUE (Valid Assessment for Learning in Undergraduate Education) rubrics (AAC&U, 2010) 

for intercultural understanding includes the category of “empathy.” The World-Readiness 

Standards for Language Learning (National Standards Collaborative Board) references 

intercultural understanding in four of its five standards: cultures, comparisons, connections, and 

communities. Accordingly, instructors of Slavic languages should embrace the teaching of 

intercultural understanding and compassion as part of the language curriculum, teaching for and 

assessing learners’ growth in intercultural understanding and compassion. I will present a 

framework for teaching and assessing growth in intercultural understanding and compassion 

within the language curriculum at the beginning, intermediate, and advanced levels in 

accordance with both the VALUE rubric for intercultural understanding and the World-

Readiness Standards for Language Learning. In doing so, I will provide examples for learning 

and assessing growth in compassion from the areas of verbal communication (e.g., phonetics), 

non-verbal communication (e.g., haptics, proxemics, as per Chaney & Martin), culturally 

embedded perspectives (e.g., national history), and practices (e.g., removal in the home of shoes 

worn on the street) and products (e.g., food and drink, including alcohol). 
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