
Presenter: Natalia Nekora 

Title: Teaching Russian Grammar at the Advanced Level: Ways of Expressing Periods of Time 

and Terms 

 

Abstract: 

 

This paper examines difficulties encountered by American students moving from the Upper-

Intermediate to Advanced levels (B2/B3) in the study of new grammar constructions of time. 

The main area of work for establishing students’ skills for the advanced level occurs as a 

systematization of existing knowledge of grammatical categories and building on new categories. 

Several constructions of time necessary for transitioning to the advanced level were determined 

through the empirical approach. A majority of the constructions analyzed are included in the 

course on Russian grammar for students at the Upper-Intermediate level who study on the Bard-

Smolny Program in SPBU, Russia. In the framework of the functional-semantic approach, 

similar constructions are considered from the point of view of their semantics and usage in 

different contexts. 

 

In accordance with this approach, constructions of time are presented in tables and examples of 

typical and specific contexts, exceptions and stylistic variations are provided. For instance, time 

constructions with the prepositions ЗА, НА, К and the Accusative case without prepositions have 

always been difficult for American students. They are presented in the form of one general table 

that illustrates similarities and differences in their meanings. 

Over the course of 7 years of having worked with American students (2010-2017), I have 

analyzed the most common mistakes of students in oral and written exercises as well as on 

quizzes and tests. Several constructions of time have been determined which demand a more 

detailed analysis. In addition to the constructions noted above, it is possible to include the 

following examples: ПРИ + Prepositional, ЗА + Instrumental, ЗА + ДО and ЧЕРЕЗ + ПОСЛЕ 

etc. 

 

In this paper, I will present some practical recommendations and observations for working with 

these constructions on different levels: from grammatical forms to presenting constructions in 

context such as in a text or media text. 

 

 


