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Abstract: 

 

Since the 1990s, researchers in SLA and other fields have explored questions related to 

comparisons of native speaker (NS) and non-native speaker (NNS) instructors. Those studies 

focused on topics such as the self-perceptions of NNS teachers, student perceptions of NS and 

NNS teachers, NNS instructors’ performance in the language classroom. Early studies such as 

Medgeyes (1992, 1994) and Braine (1999) initiated an important debate on the role of NNS 

teachers vis-a-vis their NS colleagues, but that debate has been primarily restricted to ESL and 

Spanish contexts, i.e. Callahan (2006), Moussu (2010). This paper contributes to this body of 

research by presenting preliminary findings from a study that investigated student perceptions of 

NS and NNS instructors of Russian. Given the significant number of NNS instructors of Russian 

at North American universities, the goal of this study was to obtain insights into how U.S. 

university students of Russian view their NS and NNS instructors and whether they perceive 

significant advantages or disadvantages of learning Russian from a NS vs. a NNS. 

 

Participants in the study (N=82) were students of Russian at one U.S. university who completed 

an in-class, two-part questionnaire consisting of 17 language background questions and 21 

questions about their perceptions of NS and NNS instructors’ abilities to teach grammar, 

vocabulary, pronunciation, and culture. In this presentation we discuss student responses to the 

question, “Do you consider your instructor an expert in the field of Russian language and 

culture?” and analyze preliminary quantitative and qualitative findings that demonstrate the 

relationship between student perceptions of their instructors’ expertise and factors such as 

whether the instructor is perceived by the student to be a NS or NNS of Russian, the student’s 

level of Russian, language spoken at home (heritage speaker vs. L2 learner), and past 

experiences with NS instructors. 

 

 

 


