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Abstract: 

Finding one’s way in the world of contemporary Russian mass media, gleaning information from 

print and various electronic sources in order to understand sociopolitical realia in today’s Russia, 

can present tremendous challenges for students of Russian as a foreign language. The lexical, 

grammatical, and stylistic characteristics of print media, the speech rate in television news 

programs, the lack of video cues in radio programming, and the challenge of grasping 

information presented aurally can become insuperable barriers for some students. 

Mass media can fulfill various functions: informational, analytical, educational, and 

entertainment. In teaching mass media, using the communicative method fundamental to Russian 

language instruction, it is useful to work with students on analyzing genre and style, in particular 

to develop their linguistic competence in the informational and analytic functions of journalistic 

texts, beginning with an analysis of their factual basis. In order to describe an event, situation, or 

fact, it is essential to find the structure that can best reflect the specific event and, to the extent 

possible, the broader sphere of similar situations, with a framework that corresponds with such 

concepts as cognitive schemata (Bartlett, 1932), associative links (Bower, 1972), and the 

semantic structure of a sentence.  

 

The task of instructors is to separate constant and variable positions and their cause and effect 

relations. Classroom instruction can focus on the constants, so that they become automatic in 

students’ speech. Expansions from the basic propositions can be minimal or maximal, depending 

on the students’ proficiency level.  

 

The methodical analysis of press articles on a common theme allows for categorization into 

subthemes, frames, and the classification of key or basic lexicon and peripheral lexicon which 

allows for expansion. Lexical-grammatical exercises must be structured according to the 

principles of lexical coherence, connections with broadly used collocations, categorization of 

synonyms and antonyms, and so forth. Lexical foundations should be broadened from the 

minimum on the basis of the ability of the lexicon presented to be classified and presented 

systematically, as well as its frequency and productivity. The presentation of new lexicon should 

be accompanied by visual and auditory images and the situational contexts in which it is used. 

 

 


