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Abstract:

After reviewing the expected performances of foreign language readers at different proficiency 

levels (ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines 2012), I will describe principles for the selection of 

literary and non-literary texts for novice-, intermediate-, and advanced-level courses in Slavic 

languages, drawing upon: Vygotsky’s concept of the zone of proximal development; James 

Child’s text typology framework (1987); Crossley, Greenfield, and McNamara’s work on 

readability (2008) considered in the context of native speakers of English studying Slavic 

languages; and Hacking and Tschirner’s groundbreaking work (2017). Next, I will take up the 

question of glossing and then suggest strategies for the design of text-based learning tasks. The 

strategies I will elaborate will help instructors use texts not only to foster comprehension, but 

also to extend the learning experience in reading to other language modalities in accordance with 

the 5 C’s of the World-Readiness Standards for Language Learning (2015) and enhance learner 

motivation.
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