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Abstract:

Existing Russian state standards for teaching Russian as a Foreign Language at an Advanced
level do not provide any recommendations for inclusion of complex sentence time constructions
in teaching manuals. Only typical constructions, such as xorma, moka, moka He, 10 TOTO Kak,
1ocJjie Toro Kak, o Mepe Toro Kak, mpexe uyem are recommended as mandatory for Intermediate
and Upper-Intermediate levels (CERF levels B1 to B2). As a rule, most Advanced level
textbooks do not present other complex sentence time constructions, while some work has been
done in regard to several contextual uses. At the same time, it is feasible to include more
complex time constructions at the advanced level in particular and to emphasize their semantic-
syntactic function.

In this article I will present select complex sentence time constructions important to be learned at
the Advanced stage. The choice of grammar constructions at the Advanced level is subject to
students’ needs and frequency of use; they were selected according to their relevance as based on
the Russian National Corpus. Our own experience of working with American students within the
Bard-Smolny Language Institute (2008 - 2018), Saint-Petersburg, Russia was also taken into
consideration.

Among such constructions, for example, are He + Past, kak ..., Ctomno + Inf., kax ... (He ycnena
Mama OTOMTH OT CTOJIa, KaK peOCHOK CXBATHJI TOPSUHiA MUPOKOK. CTOUIIO €My IOTyYUTh
3apIuiaTy, Kak OH TYT K€ IMOTpaTHI OOJBIIYIO YacTh JACHET), etc.

The second half of this paper examines difficulties encountered by Upper-Intermediate and
Advanced level English-speaking students studying grammar constructions of time in complex
sentences.



