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Abstract:  

Temporal discontinuity has dominated in much of Serhiy Zhadan’s poetry since 2014. In his 
cycles of poetry Life or Maria (2015) and The Tamplers (2016), the poet encoded the out-of- 
jointedness and ruptures of time during the time of social unrest, using the biblical and medieval 
images and tropes, but at the same time he created the possibility of renewal and restoration of 
temporality as consistency. In his latest novel The Orphanage (2017), Zhadan moves the focus 
from the accentuated experience of temporality to the profound sense of displacement and major 
shifts in identity and power arrangements. The protagonist of the novel, a Ukrainian teacher 
Pasha, begins his journey to the besieged city in Eastern Ukraine in order to rescue his  

nephew (identified as a “kid” (“malyi”)) and take him back home, which requires passing 
through the shifting borders and active zones of the military conflict. Both characters are 
suddenly ejected from habitual routine of life and have to radically rethink themselves in relation 
to a new disconcerting projection of the world and find their place in it. In their quest for safety, 
the nephew teaches Pasha how to convert an uncertain future into a sense of certainty. In this 
paper, I examine how displacement has become a defining condition of existence during the 
hybrid war in Eastern Ukraine. I want to uncover the existential dimension of displacement in the 
novel and discuss it as a phenomenological problem of ontological discontinuity as well as an 
empirical experience of occupying an unfamiliar place. The main focus of my talk will be on the 
entanglement of time and space in the refugee experience: how time is experienced differently by 
different personages in the novel and how crossing borders and being in liminal conditions affect 
the temporal linearity of displacement. I will also analyze the transformation of the persistent 
presence of stray dogs as a metaphor or refugees and their wandering memory in order to 
understand the unrootedness and dehumanization of both sides during the war.  

 
 


