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Abstract: 

The Nest of Gentlefolks is analyzed as a complex semiotic system of objects of the tangible 

world. An object is charged with semiotic potency in addition to embodying the unique features 

of the author’s vision of the world. Our research is based on works by R. Barthes, Yu. Lotman, 

V. Toporov. The objects are split into: a) clothes; b) belongings; c) interior objects; d) exterior 

objects. The clothes of characters play the role of codified language with a significant presence 

of symbolism. They reveal more than personal traits of owners, they unclothe their genuine alter 

ego; tell the story of characters’ souls. The author thoughtfully selects belongings meaningful for 

his characters (i.e. icon case, amulet, or Lavretzky’s books) to disclose not only habits and 

preferences of the characters but reflect their psychology. The interior objects, either of mansions 

in Russia or an apartment in Paris, are also more than cultural signatures of the ongoing time 

period. The material stratum is analyzed together with the plot and characters of the novel within 

the context of the writer’s conceptual intention. The objects play the role of micro-elements and 

are intrinsically connected with each other. I. Turgenev masterfully weaves them into the context 

without missing a detail. He expresses the inner cosmos of characters with the bigger world via 

their items to intensify the plot, to highlight social and psychological collisions of the characters. 

They are correlated with binary oppositions like wealth – poverty, spiritual – carnal, etc. The 

tangible world is dual faceted: one of them accumulates details about objects, the other evaluates 

them. Even the title of the novel has a word representing an object – a nest – the keynote that 

metaphorically condenses the writer’s worldview. 

 

 


