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The proposed paper examines Olha Kobyliabska's dialogue with interwar fascism in her 

last novel Apostle of the Mob of 1936, which is virtually unknown in the West and is 

barely discussed, let along properly researched, in Ukrainian scholarship. The main focus 

of the paper is on a series of the novel’s core themes, notably syntheses, which 

demonstrate clear structural and conceptual affinities with interwar fascism. The most 

important of these syntheses are those between a conservative view of man constrained 

by nature and the more progressive belief in the possibility of creating a new victorious 

man; between a profound interest in science, especially in terms of understanding human 

nature, and a more anti-positivist exploration of the unlimited possibilities of the will; 

between the faith and service of Christianity and the heroism of Classical thought; and 

finally between the traditional understanding of family and property relations more 

typical of the right and altruistic socialism more typical of the left. While analyzing the 

novel's ideological and aesthetic links to interwar fascism, the paper argues that 

Kobylianska, a committed Westernizer of the Ukrainian culture, did not simply except all 

ideological tenets of interwar fascism, but used only those aspects that fit the Ukrainian 

context of the 1930s. Namely, the Bukovynian writer saw fascism as a thoroughly 

Western idea vis‑ ‡‑ vis the USSR through which Ukraine could frame its autonomy, 

independence, and difference from Soviet Russia in the 1930s. The paper concludes with 

some reflections on what Kobylianska’s political idealism of the 1930s might mean for 

readers and scholars of Ukrainian literature as well as for scholars of fascism and its 

diverse permutations in the context of the on-going radicalization of Ukraine's struggle 

for democratization, when the country is once again ripped apart between East and West, 

between centralized Russian Federation and the lures of capitalism. 
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