
Title: The Role of H.S. Skovoroda’s Philosophy in the Development of F.M. 

Dostoevsky’s Anthropological Ideas 

Author: Yuliya Ilchuk 

Email: jilchuk@hotmail.com 

 

 

“We are all came out of Gogol’s “Overcoat,” the phrase, allegedly attributed to Fyodor 

Dostoevsky, can be with all justice paraphrased as “We are all came out of Hryhorii 

Skovoroda’s philosophy.” This paper examines how Skovoroda’s ideas of “congenial 

task,” “external man,” the concept of the “heart,” and “unequal equality” influenced the 

development of Fyodor Dostoevsky’s anthropological ideas. Traditionally, scholars 

disregard the impact of the Ukrainian baroque philosophy and emphasize the exclusive 

role of the classical Greek and Western rationalist philosophies in the development of 

Dostoevsky’s anthropological ideas. Evgeniia Cherkasova, for example, links 

Dostoevsky’s elaboration of the category of the “heart” to Immanuel Kant’s deontology, 

while Peter McGuire Wolf establishes the connection between the Western rationalist and 

idealist philosophy and Dostoevsky’s conception of man. 

 

Throughout the 19th century, the legacy of Skovoroda-the “folk philosopher” was 

understated by the Western-oriented Russian intellectuals (Belinsky, Herzen, 

Chernyshevsky, and Pisarev) but became creatively adopted in the works of Narezhny, 

Gogol, Shevchenko, Dostoevsky, Tolstoy, and Leskov, on the one hand, and of 

Slavophile philosophers (Nadezhdin, Aksakov, Solovyov), on the other hand. Dostoevsky 

became familiar with Skovoroda’s works through their cultural appropriation by 

Narezhnyi (in his novel A Russian Gil Blas, the philosopher appears in the character of 

the “wise man” Ivan Osobniak), Gogol (particularly in the ideas of “exterior” life and 

“external” man in his Petersburg Tales and Dead Souls), and Vladimir Solovyov (Divine 

Sophia and the World Soul). In my paper, I claim that it was particularly the synthesis of 

Orthodox mysticism with Greek philosophies in Skovoroda’s philosophy that influenced 

Dostoevsky’s conception of man. In his philosophical treaties and fables, Skovoroda 

created the existential definition of “one’s own self” in the dichotomy of the “outside” 
versus “inside” man (“vneshnii” and “vnutrennii” chelovek). These two ways of 

cognizing oneself – the centripetal (looking outward) and the centrifugal (looking 

inward) - laid the foundation for Dostoevsky’s “man-inside-a-man”. The writer followed 

Skovoroda’s premise that the imaginary fragmented existence of a man can and should be 

completed in the “whole person.” My paper will analyze how Skovoroda’s attempt at 

separation of empirical man from the one comprehended by intellect reverberates in 

Dostoevsky’s anthropological and ontological ideas as articulated in Notes from the 

Underground, Crime and Punishment, Brothers Karamazov and his other texts. 
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