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Vico's presence in the 19th-century Russian literary culture is a rich, yet a rather under-studied topic. Vico first became known in Russia via Michelet's translations and interpretations (Principle of the Philosophy of History and  A Discourse on the system and Life of Vico). The first summary of Vico's NS , entitled “The History of History: On Vico and His Creation” was published anonymously in the Moscow Messenger in 1828. The author of the review, most likely, N. Melgunov, was so eager to introduce his readers to the foundations of what he called “Vico's ideal history of mankind” that he even exaggerated the degree of Vico's popularity in contemporary Europe. His effort to bring Vico to the attention of the Russian public proved successful in subsequent decades various Russian authors (from “the Lovers of Wisdom,” Bestuzhev-Marlinsky, Stepan Shevyrev to Herzen and N. Mikhailovsky) became serious students of Vico. 

Although there are no direct references to Vico's wrtitings in Tolstoy, his WP is remarkably congenial to the Vichian ideas.  While we may only hypothesize when and under what circumstances Tolstoy came to know Vico, we can trace several crucial Vichian ideas through Tolstoy's epics. In formulating his vision of history Tolstoy seems to draw on Vico's cyclical view of historical development (the famous idea of corsi-i-ricorsi). Furthermore, Vico's concept of Gentes (basic familial or kinship units which serve as the foundation of civic order) seems  to underlie Tolstoy's idea of Mir - the universe and the common world  (“the world of peoples / the world of nations” in Vico). These and other facets of Vician presence in Tolstoy's oeuvres deserve an in-depth analysis .

