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My paper will consider the interplay of thematic elements with the moral message present in the poetry of three twentieth-century Balkan poets. Dealing with a very similar language, which was split into three different languages with a claim to three different cultural heritages in the 1990s, Drago Štambuk from Croatia, Goran Šimić from Bosnia and Herzegovina, and Miloš Komadina from Serbia share the need to re-situate themselves in the new political arrangement. Through their exploration of the ethics behind the historical events and their personal experiences, they aim to take part in the creation of the new myth of national and cultural identity. In my paper I propose to explore the similarities between these poets’ treatment of the idea of morality and their ultimate redefinition of the term.
