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The paper compares two communication theories developed independently at approximately the same time on different sides of the Iron Curtain: the theories of Marshall McLuhan and Yuri Rozhdestvensky.  Both scholars develop a framework for understanding the evolution of human communication depending on the medium and for "master[ing] the nature and effects of all our technologies, instead of being pushed around by them" (McLuhan, The Gutenberg Galaxy). Rozhdestvensky worked in the latter part of 20th century at Moscow State University; he is the founder of the school of obščaja filologija (the study of the most general rules of language development in society), now continued by his numerous students. The paper explains Rozhdestvensky's Law of Non-Destruction and Accumulation of Culture, including communication genres – his interpretation of the influence of electronic media on humans, and compares it to McLuhan's views. One of the postulates of Rozhdestvensky's approach is that old genres (and old mental processes) do not disappear or lose their importance when new media bring about new genres; on the contrary, previous layers become invigorated and grow with the help of new technologies. McLuhan, on the other hand, postulates that technological changes fundamentally change our mental processes.  The paper further describes McLuhan's and Rozhdestvensky's proposed frameworks for mastering the changes and argues that Rozhdestvensky's framework provides a more usable, practical algorithm.  
