Title:
Oblomov’s Nightmare: Gothic Anxiety and the Anti-Pastoral



Author: Katherine Bowers, Northwestern University

This paper examines the way landscape is framed and depicted in the episode of Oblomov’s Dream and highlights the use of Gothic narrative elements in these descriptions. From the opening lines of the piece, Goncharov is careful to establish the land of the dream as distinctly other than the fraught landscapes of Romanticism. While he ostensibly denies any connection between Oblomov’s dream and Romantic space in the passage, Goncharov nonetheless evokes a Romantic, and, furthermore, specifically Gothic landscape in describing what the setting of Oblomov’s dream is not. In differentiating his pastoral landscape from the Romantic vistas that his reader may be expecting, Goncharov establishes for his reader not only the bucolic landscape of Oblomov’s estate, but also plants the thought of the other, more wild landscape in his reader’s mind. Goncharov’s use of the Gothic specifically to evoke an anti-pastoral mode for his reader creates a fertile avenue for the analysis of these elements and their function in the context of the broader aesthetic of landscape representation in other texts of the 1840s, as well as in terms of the impact of the Gothic on the reader’s experience and understanding of the work.  

