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The contrast between Oblomov and his industrious friend Shtolz is one of the memorable features of Goncharov’s novel. While the two characters diverge in many aspects of their lives, one common theme is their consistently contrasting economic behavior, which is the focus of this paper.  


Oblomov wastes his time, money, education, and opportunity. Shtolz, on the other hand, makes an effort to avoid waste in all its forms, and to utilize each of his resources to its full capacity. Oblomov’s idleness contrasts with Shtolz’s activity; Oblomov’s demise – with Shtoltz’s rise. While Oblomov’s presence in the novel starts at the point where resources (including wealth, health, and opportunity) are abundant, and ends at the point where all these resources run out, Shtolz’s path takes the opposite course: it starts at the point of minimal resources and ends with their abundance. Thus, one can imagine the novelistic lives of the two characters as a chart where numbers on the left correspond to the percentage of available life resources.  
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Throughout the novel, the characters consistently act in ways that advance their lives in the direction of utter self-emptying and gradual accumulation, respectively. This tendency suggests that wasteful or parsimonious decisions are not accidental, but are, in fact, manifestations of a coherent tendency to lean towards one of the two models of behavior.


Goncharov escalates his observation vis-à-vis the consistency of economic behavior beyond the plane of the individual and onto the plane of the social by marking Shtolz as the Western type, and Oblomov – as the Russian type. Building upon the illustrative power of the novel, Goncharov intersperses the fabric of the narration with didactic addresses, which produce the impression of unmarked quotations from social journalism. This paper illuminates Goncharov’s contribution to the age-long debate about the nature of Russianness from the point of view of economic behavior.  
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