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This paper examines the battle between tsarist censorship and the satirical journals in the historical context of 1905-1906, one of the most exciting and fast-changing episodes in the history of the Russian press referred to as the “Days of [Press] Freedom.” The Russo-Japanese War fiasco, Bloody Sunday, agrarian unrest, the workers’ protests, strikes and mutinies - all these events forced the tsar to make concessions and proclaim civil rights, including the freedom of speech. In response, the satirical press used the rich material of everyday events to further attack the tsarist regime, which retaliated by introducing new press restrictions. 

In this paper, I will demonstrate how the many changes in censorship regulations affected the content of the satirical journals, and how this content, in turn, stimulated more press restrictions. After briefly analyzing the historical background which shaped the discourse of both censorship and the satirical press, the paper will investigate the ways in which the satirical journals challenged, ignored, and tried to trick or evade the censors, using a spectrum of legal, semi-legal, and illegal tactics. Then I will examine the censors’ counterattacks aimed at shutting down the satirical press. In conclusion, I will consider how both censorship and the satirical press used their discourse in response to the events of 1905-1906 to influence public opinion, which eventually became the deciding factor in the battle between the two.     
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