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My paper is on power struggle and remodeling of the world through language in Fyodor Sologub’s The Petty Demon. Many critics have marked the irreconcilable clash between Ardalion Peredonov and Lyudmila Rutilova – the opposing characters of this novel. I am convinced that the tension between the characters is a result of their verbal confrontation. By performing a close reading and analysis of the text, backed up by theoretical readings, I investigate the particularities of the language mechanism that bring to the annihilation or triumph of the characters.          

Peredonov’s incapacity to recognize irony, his literal and flat reading of language derives from his incapability to separate between the signifier and the signified – misinterpretation of the sign; in contrary, Lyudmila – with her taste for word play, puns and metaphors – masterfully toys with this relationship, producing a chain of “signifieds” from one signifier or playfully replacing one signified by another. In the words of Barthes (my main theoretical source), Peredonov buys in to the myth, while Lyudmila is at once a mythologist and a myth-maker, as she takes pride in using language to reshape reality and create myths that reinvent language and reality. To add Jakobson to the formula, Peredonov’s way of perceiving the world is metonymic (metonymy as a trap), while Lyudmila’s is metaphorical. I also rely on Nietzsche and his theory of poetry as the only way to escape the myth of language.

Along with the theoretical sources, my bibliography includes Korney Chukovskij, Linda Ivanits, Margarita Pavlova, Stephen C. Hutchings, Irene Masing-Delic and others.



