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Macedonian is interesting within the framework of Slavic languages because of its acceptance of 3 perfect formations synchronically: be + past active participle, have + past passive participle, and be + past passive participle (Graves 2000). Within Macedonian the perfect is interesting for the variety of its uses in different dialects and for different registers.  Friedman (1976), for instance, described a trend where speakers from regions to the south and west showed increasing levels of acceptance of the new perfects. Although it appears that Aromanian is likely the main external source for the development of have perfects, (Markoviḱ 2007), Albanian may play an important role in the vitality of these perfects in western Macedonia. The reasons for supposing that Macedonian-Albanian bilingualism is likely a factor behind the regional variation rest in the pervasive bilingualism in western Macedonia and the formal similarities between Albanian and Macedonian perfect constructions in these areas. 

This paper explores the usage of perfects in western Macedonia, both in Macedonian and Albanian, and also compares the use of Macedonian perfects by Albanian and Macedonian speakers from western Macedonia.  The analysis relies on fieldwork done using an adapted form of the Perfect Questionnaire (Dahl 2000) as well as on an analysis of the perfect as used in sources written both by Macedonians and Albanians from western Macedonia.
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