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The available research base concerning English learners’ ability to read Russian is quite limited. The majority of studies address pedagogical approaches to reading (e.g., Keefe 2004; Rosengrant 2000), while a few (e.g., Thompson 1996) look at learners’ reading comprehension as a product. Almost no studies shed light on the processes by which learners’ read a Russian text and make sense of it. Thus, the field has little evidence about the relative contributions that learner vocabulary knowledge, syntactic decoding abilities, background knowledge, reading strategies and text features make to the readers’ comprehension of textual messages. This presentation will share the results of a small-scale study of seven intermediate-level students of Russian (all had at least 360 contact hours of Russian instruction) who each read two authentic informational texts in Russian. Each subject had thirty minutes to read each text, in the last 10 minutes of which they were allowed access to a paper Russian-English dictionary. The subjects were asked to verbalize all their thoughts as they read the texts. The seven hours of recorded think aloud protocols were transcribed and are currently being analyzed for learners’ successful and unsuccessful reading behaviors. This study’s quantative and qualitative analysis of reading behaviors should provide the basis for future targeted studies of reading and provide practical insights for the creators of pedagogical reading materials in Russian.
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