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Almost one hundred years have passed since the murder of Grigory Rasputin, and historians still have not reached a consensus either about the true identity and nature of the man, or the role he played in the fall of the Russian empire. The titles of the books about him speak for themselves: “the prophet, libertine, plotter” (Vogel-Jørgensen), “the conspirator” (Null), “the mad monk of Russia” (King), “the tsar-savior” (Platonov), “the holy devil” (Fulop-Miller), “the last elder of the Russian Empire” (Tereshchuk). In numerous personal accounts he is referred to in terms of “a two-faced messenger of death and a wood-goblyn-satyr” (Shulgin), “a trickster and sectarian” (Prince Felix Youssoupoff), “a buffoon” (Rodzianko), and “a truth-seeker” (Maria Rasputin). Some recent attempts at his canonization by radical monarchist groups only further complicate the picture. In my paper, I will attempt to interpret the myth created around the name of Rasputin by arguing that, as a sign within a complex semiotic system, he was all of these personas at the same time and “materialized” as a culture-specific sign depending on the “reader.” I will also argue that the ongoing confusion was caused, originally, by the blurred “contours” of the two primary signs – holy fool and elder: both of them were undergoing a certain revival at the time. I will thus erase the dichotomy of his presumed “sacredness” (miracles allegedly performed by him) and his presumed “profaneness” (indiscriminate sexual orgies, political intrigues, and public stripping) and will present Grigory Rasputin as a certain system in flux. 
