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This paper examines psychiatric and literary conceptions of madness in Andrei Siniavskii’s early work and trial. The late Soviet period ushered in a preoccupation with clinical definitions of deviance among literary writers, dissidents, government officials and physicians. An analysis of Siniavskii’s early work reveals that the author drew on psychiatric rhetoric in order to expose a normative agenda behind Socialist Realism’s claim that its vision of “life in its revolutionary development” was true to reality.

Psychiatric rhetoric likewise permeated Siniavskii’s trial in 1966. Although Siniavskii was never hospitalized, like some other dissidents and nonconformist writers, his insistence on the autonomy of art was blasted by journalists as a strategic move — a kind of creative madness simulated in order to avoid responsibility for his alleged crimes. Such accusations point to the pathologization of unsanctioned art during this period and underscore the contentiousness of the rhetoric of madness.
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