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This paper reevaluates the efficacy of studying literature within the critical framework of national literatures. Examining select instances in which the author is difficult to situate within that framework, either because he or she writes from a marginalized community or works in multiple languages, we will discuss whether the national-literatures model accurately represents the experiences of reading and writing. We will also consider the pedagogical benefits and drawbacks of reading the nation in literature, delineating how doing so differs in the undergraduate and graduate contexts, as well as in how we communicate our ideas among professional colleagues and to the general public. Finally, we will look at how the various death certificates issued by poststructuralist theory—the death of the author, the death of literature, the death of the nation—can be useful, rather than destructive or distracting, for our treatment of literary tradition. Our primary examples will draw on Russian, Polish, and Czech literatures and will pay special attention to the convergence of social and aesthetic discourses during periods of political upheaval.

