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The paper examines the cultural and social parameters of developing commodity culture in mid-nineteenth-century Russia. Drawing on concepts suggested by Karl Marx, Walter Benjamin, T.J. Clark, and Christopher Prendergast, the paper argues that, associated with the developing commodity culture, the “phantasmagoria” of modern life was fully in evidence “in certain places and under certain conditions” in Russia as early as the 1840s. The rise of commercial press as a social institution and the emergence of the word as a representative commodity were among the central conditions for the development of Russian modernity. While outlining the parameters of growing commodity culture, the paper inquires into the ways in which literature was implicated in this development. 

