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Since the end of the 18th century the vampire has served as a complex metaphor in Western culture, expressing our fears, anxieties, and desires. Nina Auerbach in Our Vampires, Ourselves stated that, “each generation embraces the vampire it needs,” and while Auerbach was discussing the vampire in Anglo-American cultural tradition, it can be argued that her statement can be used to describe the vampire from its beginnings in Slavic culture to any of its contemporary manifestations. In the present work I will discuss the vampire Miroslav Eminovich in the recent novel Смерть автора by the Russian writer Maria Eliferova. Presented in the form of newspaper articles, letters and diary entries Eliferova’s novel reinterprets the monster of Bram Stoker’s Dracula. Eliferova portrays the 15th-century Romanian ruler as largely sympathetic, with a more profound understanding of the human condition than the post-Victorian British characters in the work. I argue that in creating this vampire, Eliferova unites the Orthodox peoples of Eastern Europe in opposition to the peoples of Western Europe by emphasizing their shared heritage. Eliferova’s choice of names is significant to this reading. By giving the Romanian ruler a traditional Slavic name and forming his patronymic from the supposed name of the Turkish prince to whom he had been ransomed, Eliferova stresses the division of Eastern Europe and Turkey from Western Europe. Two female characters figure significantly in the narrative, a young Englishwoman named Dorothy West and a young German woman studying in England. These two women who represent modern Western Europe fail in their respective quests in regard to the vampire of the novel, which can be read as a metaphor for the West’s inability to deal successfully with Eastern Europe.
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