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This paper presents word final devoicing data from recordings of 15 American learners of Russian and addresses two questions. First, to what extent are these data consistent with those presented in Dmitrieva and Jongman (ms), which provides data on four variables associated with Russian word final consonants (vowel length preceding final consonant, closure/frication duration, voicing into closure/frication, and release) for recordings of both native Russian speakers and learners of Russian. Second, is there any difference in the subjects’ performance depending on task type? Specifically, did the subjects perform differently when reading the target words in a carrier phrase as opposed to when narrating based on a picture?

The recording tasks targeted words with the final consonants /d/, /g/, /z/, /ž/, /b/, and /v/. In the first task, the words were presented in a carrier phrase three times each with filler words interspersed. In the second task, the subjects were given a picture of a table with items representing all of the target and filler words and asked to list what they saw on the table. Subjects for the experiment were all advanced level speakers of Russian who had spent considerable time living in a Russian-speaking environment. We hypothesize that the subjects may produce more fully devoiced consonants in the second task when orthographic interference is absent.
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