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The national need for better preparation of postsecondary instructors of less commonly taught languages (LCTLs) has been recognized as critical by the profession for many years (cf. National Language Conference, 2005; Rifkin, 1992; Schleicher & Everson, 2006; Stenson, Janus & Mulkern, 1998; Walker & McGinnis, 1995; Walton, 1992). This paper will present a model for delivering methods preparation to new pre- or in-service postsecondary LCTL instructors through online courses offered for credit through an academic institution or as independent study through professional organizations. The presentation will show examples of two online courses co-authored by the presenter, Fundamentals of Language Teaching Methods and Introduction to the U.S. Educational System for Language Instructors, developed as part of the National Online Teacher Training Initiative, a collaborative project of the University of Wisconsin-Madison Language Institute and the National Council of Less Commonly Taught Languages.
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