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In order to help intermediate to advanced LCTL students distinguish between important and unimportant facts in their reading and express their thoughts in patterns typical of the written target language, they need to be taught how to synthesize and organize information. This is achieved by developing their ability to perceive an author’s text structure or organizational pattern, such as time order, comparison and contrast, cause and effect, and problem and solution. This ability becomes particularly important when students incorporate online text in their information sources, since these are organized multisequentially rather than in a linear fashion, requiring readers to create their own navigational pathways and structures to be able to accept ideas critically. Integrated strategies such as identification-verbalization-application, inquiry charts, scaffolded reading, and questioning the author need to be used to teach students how to: 1. recognize signal words and their related text structures 2. distinguish important concepts from unimportant information in nonfictional readings 3. gather information from multiple sources and organize it for summarizing, comparison, and evaluation 4. effectively use particular patterns of organization and the signal words associated with them in essay writing.
