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It is now common knowledge in the foreign language teaching field that listening and speaking skills are far better developed among heritage learners than are reading and writing skills.  At the same time, not only does reading play an important part in language acquisition (Krashen, 1993); but also successful heritage curricula have been shown to make extensive use of primary source reading (McQuillan, 1996).
The present study seeks to expand current research on heritage learners by introducing new data on and measured rates of reading comprehension of Russian heritage learners. The goal of the research under consideration was to examine reading comprehension of the lowest proficiency heritage learners—whose reading skills ranged from limited to non-existent prior to the course – after a two-semester college-level course designed for them. The method of teaching extensively utilizes their ability to recognize the language far more readily when they hear it than when they see it.
Judgments about the effectiveness of this method will be made based on the quantitative and qualitative analysis of the performance-based data that was collected by means of a standardized testing instrument—the Prototype AP© Russian Examination produced by the American Council of Teachers of Russian.
Furthermore, this study offers a comparison of the reading skills between post-course low-proficiency heritage learners and traditional non-heritage learners of Russian.
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