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Liudmila Ulitskaia’s 2006 novel Daniel’ Shtain, perevodchik (Daniel Stein, Translator) examines public reception of the Holocaust and how this shapes Christian-Jewish dialogue. In doing so, Ulitskaia’s provocative narrative evokes the novel of ideas, that genre featuring works highlighting literature’s intersection with philosophy. The novel of ideas was a staple of the nineteenth century; Ulitskaia appropriates this ‘classic’ type of literature to help legitimate her discussion of traditionally taboo topics. She likewise uses the novel of ideas to amplify and expand on the problems of interpreting history, revisiting a key issue for authors of the 1800s. The result is a novel widely read both by ordinary and intellectual readers, yet which reasserts the need for intelligentsia guidance in interpreting Russia’s past and present.
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