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What’s in a prototype? M.O. Chudakova raises that deceptively simple question in her article about historical prototypes of fictional characters, “Gde spriatalsia lev?” Both her question and answers have interesting implications for prototypes of architectural and spatial figures in Master and Margarita.

Margarita’s osobniak near the Arbat is a case in point. Secondary criticism about its prototypes highlights its importance for the novel’s reception. In chapter 25 of his argumentative monograph, A.N. Barkov claims the S.T. Morozov Mansion on Spiridonovka as the logical prototype based on his own idiosyncratic reading of the novel. Miagkov takes a more inclusive approach, naming several real buildings as contributory prototypes: the Morozov mansion on Spiridonovka, the Kekushev mansion on Ostozhenka and the Kaluzhskii residence on Malyi Vlas’evskii (248-255). Another prototype, a popular stop for tours of “Bulgakovskaia Moskva,” is the former home of architect S. Solov’ev on Malyi Rzhevskii, with the tiled moonscape, flying woman, bat and owls that adorn its facades.

The proposed paper surveys critical thought on these and other prototypes for Margarita’s mansion and argues for an addition to the mix: the Mazurin mansion that stood on Sobach’ia ploshchadka until its destruction in 1962. Based on an analysis of turn of the century photographs the mansion satisfies biographical, architectural and geographical criteria for Bulgakov’s description of Margarita’s dwelling. More than that, however, the photographs suggest a deeper, interpretive significance for spatial prototypes and lead the critic towards a new dimension of Bulgakov’s poetics of space in Master and Margarita.
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