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This paper examines Moscow’s infamous Plague Riot (“chumnyi bunt”) of September 15-17 (old style), 1771, which was sparked by a struggle for control of an icon. This paper analyzes the imperial, governmental, Enlightenment attitude toward icons, including that of Catherine the Great, and contrasts it to the “scopic regime” implied by the Moscow Bogoliubskaia Bogomater’ icon which catalyzed the riot. If the epoch in question was a time of rapprochement between secular and religious culture, the clash of cultures represented by the Plague Riot was the opposite – a moment of diametrically opposite world views that were mutually exclusive and uncomprehending. What was the special significance of this icon and the tradition of icon veneration in early modern Russia? The paper will explore both the written sources and the visual evidence of Bogoliubskaia Bogomater’ type icons,  Somewhat surprisingly, the narratives associated with this icon and which (in traditional fashion) connected it to the hallowed origins of Russian Christianity actually date to the eighteenth century.  
