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The Museum of Russian Icons opened in 2006 in Clinton, Massachusetts, and now houses the largest institutional collection of icons outside of Russia, with more than 450 icons. In its short history, the Museum has enjoyed spectacular success, with 18,000 visitors in 2009, blockbuster exhibitions from two Russian museums, and two building expansions. While it is internationally known, it is also the only art museum in a small community in Central Massachusetts. This paper will provide a profile of the Museum, discuss our disparate audiences and their needs, our relationship with the Russian expatriate community and the Orthodox Church, and will discuss some of the issues that arise when sacred objects are on display in a public museum setting.

