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This poster will examine factors interacting with degrees of comprehensibility in writing by second language learners of Czech. It will reevaluate (a) the extent to which inflectional accuracy is crucial, (b) the extent to which hierarchy of constituents is a reflection of how we process language (We will ask questions such as: Are errors in head nouns graver than errors in modifiers? Are errors in verb conjugation graver than errors in the NPs governed by the verb?). We will argue that comprehension of text depends largely on expectation that emerges as the reader follows the text in a linear order, and that grammaticality is only a small fraction in writing an understandable text. Examination of error gravity may also lead to identifying cognitively universal schema. These findings are based on native-speaker questionnaire responses to types of errors. 
