Title:
Using word cards in teaching desinences
Author:
Georgiana Galateanu, University of California-Los Angeles

In an inflectional language like Romanian, desinences continually add new layers of grammatical meaning to words, making it imperative for learners to modify their initial schemata in order to accurately decode or produce new messages. Practice with inflection cards helps students associate specific endings with specific roots while increasing their awareness of the systemic nature of the process. The accommodation of the new information through the modification of schemata in the learners’ minds leads to better comprehension, accuracy, and retention. Cards showing nominal number, gender, and case desinences or verbal person, number, and gender endings can be added to individual words or to words in context to satisfy concord requirements/context driven connotations. Word + inflection cards can also be arranged in graphic organizers (Venn diagrams, tree maps) to highlight similarities and differences between classes of nouns or verbs.
