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Instructors of Czech at anglophone colleges and universities now have several viable options for elementary textbooks—all of which have accompanying audio programs—as well as a few comparable options for teaching materials at the intermediate level.  What has been lacking is a textbook of Czech for foreigners with an integrated video program, or a separate video program of typical communicative situations that could readily serve as a supplement to existing teaching materials. Real-Life Czech is a new program that attempts to fill this gap in instructional media. It consists of a series of video clips ranging in length from about thirty seconds to several minutes, each of which depicts a typical communicative situation. Situations in the pilot series include greetings and introductions, asking directions, ordering and paying in a café, bar and restaurant, inquiring about theater tickets and language courses, and shopping at a pharmacy, a bookstore, a wine shop, a delicatessen and a butcher shop.  

Individual clips from Real-Life Czech can be inserted into lesson plans with related themes and vocabulary, serving as a basis for comprehension exercises and further discussion, as well as a valuable illustration of contemporary Czech realia. To attain maximum authenticity, the author of Real-Life Czech shot all scenes unscripted with non-professional actors at authentic locations in the Czech Republic.  

In his presentation of the Real-Life Czech pilot series at AATSEEL, the author explores some of the methodological and technical problems he confronted in producing the video clips. The conference presentation aims to provide guidance and some caveats for other instructors of less commonly taught languages interested in authoring similar projects, and to solicit collegial feedback that could help improve the initial and subsequent editions of Real-Life Czech.

