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The University of Nebraska-Lincoln currently offers Czech 101 (8 weeks), and 102 (5 weeks) in the summer. The 8 week Czech 101 class is identical in content and textbook to the 16 week Czech 101 class offered on campus in the fall. 

The online student expectation is that the class will have the maximum flexibility in terms of material covered and timelines for assignments and quizzes. The teacher expectation is that the students will cover the material necessary to go successfully into the next class in the sequence on campus. The balancing point between these two sets of expectations is the organization of the class around the week. The students are responsible for having all material in a lesson covered in the week from Monday-Sunday at midnight, and having all assignments completed.  

Originally we used the on-campus syllabus with its requirements for daily completion for certain activities within a lesson which was covered over a two-week period. We and the students found that this was too inflexible. We did not have time to get the homework graded, and the students constantly had to ask for more time. This poster session will illustrate how the weekly requirement for completion of all assignments is simple: it gives the teachers a chance to provide weekly feedback, and to carry over review assignments into the next lesson or lessons. From the student standpoint, the flexibility also allows them to practice their own judgment and time management. What we have found is that students are more focused when they have such flexibility.  

A third option would be to allow students the entire 8 weeks to get all of the material covered and the assignments turned in, but this obviously would not allow adequate time for teacher evaluation and feedback and would break down the class cohesion necessary for group projects and oral sessions.

