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This paper is part of a larger project that analyzes the notion of waiting in Soviet culture. In this paper, I am specifically looking at the queue, not only as the subject of many narratives throughout the Soviet period, but also as a conceptual model that can be used to view trends across Soviet culture.  


The paper is focused on the period of Stagnation and beyond, particularly the works The Yawning Heights (1976) by Aleksandr Zinov’ev, and The Ivankiad (1976) and The Fur Hat (1988) by Vladimir Voinovich. Both authors pay close attention to acts of queuing, viewing the queue as an intermediary space that encapsulates the tensions between individual and collective need. These examples, defined here as ocherednost’, can be seen as a form of queue discipline across different levels of Soviet society, ranging from the micro, everyday consumption of goods to the macro, an individual’s official position within society.   


I am interested in how literature begins to lay bare the contradictions of what was once a seemingly congruous teleological, collective path. Although authors do not celebrate the everyday for its chaos and irreducibility to a single path, they rather construct a variety of ways in which the individual views the complex ordering of everyday Soviet life, often ascribing absurd meaning to everyday phenomena such as queuing.


Many literary works of the Stagnation period envision everyday life as part of an imagined ordered society. Narratives begin to pit individual heroes against the collective, which is often viewed as a vertical, rather than horizontal system of relations. Acts of waiting are seen less for their temporality, than for spatial concerns: in this exploration, individual subjectivity is often defined through one’s place in line within the state allocation of socialism, creating a conflict between individual and collective need.

