Title:
Subjective and Intersubjective Meaning of the Old Russian Causal Connectives bo and ponezhe
Author:
Eun-Ji Song, Seoul National University

Old Russian causal conjunctions have rarely been studied, and all causal conjunctions are simply treated as ‘causal’ with no semantic or pragmatic differentiation. My study shows that the Old Russian coordinating causal conjunction bo and the subordinating causal conjunction ponezhe are predominantly employed for subjective and intersubjective meaning (Maat & Degand 2001, Maat & Sanders 2001, Sweetser 1990, 2006, Verhagen 2005, inter alia). While factual or nonvolitional causal meaning is conveyed by the omnipresent Old Russian coordinator i, volitional, epistemic and speech act causal relations are mostly expressed by bo and ponezhe. Since the collocation ponezhe bo is also found, these two causal conjunctions presumably have non-overlapping pragmatic functions: bo is sensitive to discourse backgrounding, whereas ponezhe is employed for the speaker’s evaluation of narrated events. In this study 17th century Old Russian narrative texts are examined, and that period of sociocultural modernization and discovery of self and individuality in Russia finds one of its linguistic expressions in the given causal conjunctions under investigation.
