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This paper argues that the forward stress shift of Dybo’s Law that is believed to have taken place early in Proto-Slavic is supported by comparative linguistic data that can be used in a linguistic approach to the further reconstruction of Proto-Slavic.


Vermeer believes that the forward stress shift of Dybo’s Law can be used to explain the origin of the place of stress in verbs of the c paradigm that are stressed on the stem when prefixed (1984:340). These include some i-stem verbs. The stress shift would have taken place in both prefixed and unprefixed forms of the verbs in Proto-Slavic. He gives an example of the results of the forward stress shift from initial syllable from the Čakavian dialect of Susak: “činî, učîni (3d. Sg. Pres.)” (Vermeer 1984:340).


Dybo writes on the topic of stress shift in Slavic, indicating a forward stress shift in the verb in both prefixed and unprefixed forms. He places this stress shift in most of the Slavic-speaking territory, e.g. Carpatho-Ukrainian nesé -prinése (Dybo and Nikolaev 1998:60), but not in the most southerly areas.


In an earlier study Dybo (1982:3) wrote of Proto-Slavic stem stress without forward shift of stress “in Eastern Bulgarian dialects” from the Middle Bulgarian period and in “Old Macedonian texts” from the most southerly areas. 


This paper affirms the validity of Dybo’s work and goes further, presenting data in an attempt to determine the linguistic significance of the “absence of the forward stress shift in the extreme southerly areas of Proto-Slavic.
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