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In instructed SLA, the question about the necessity and usefulness of explicit information (EI) that is provided to learners remains debatable. Instructional techniques, such as Processing Instruction (PI) suggest that explicit information may be unnecessary, and structured input activities alone can cause significant gains. This online study is a conceptual replication of Fernández (2008) and Henry, Culman, & VanPatten (2009). Fernández found that EI played no role in processing Spanish OVS word order with direct objects. On the other hand, Henry, Culman, & VanPatten found that EI played a role in processing German OVS word order with accusative case. The present study examined the role of EI on the processing of Russian OVS word order with Accusative case. Russian has a free word order, and learners of Russian tend to interpret OVS sentences as SVO. The experiment was conducted, using the computer program SuperLab, which presented the materials and tracked the participants’ accuracy. Participants in this study are the first year Russian students, randomly assigned to +EI group (explicit information plus structured input activities) and -EI group (structured input activities only). Trials to criterion and accuracy after criterion were measured. Hypotheses that (1) learners in the +EI group will process the Accusative case sooner than those in the -EI group; and that (2) there will be no difference between the +EI and the –EI in terms of ability to process Russian Accusative case correctly, were supported. The data suggests facilitative effects of explicit information.
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