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This study is driven by an understanding that a clear, research-based picture of the background, motivation, and attitudes of Russian heritage language learners is critical for designing programs best suited to their needs (such as language maintenance, acquisition of prestige variety, expansion of bilingual range, maintaining familial communication in Russian, etc.). 

Since 2007 the Russian Studies program at the University of Colorado at Boulder has been offering Russian for heritage learners. Russian heritage students at the University of Colorado completed a survey about their motivation and attitudes toward learning Russian. The sociolinguistic survey was intended to learn about heritage students’ reasons for taking the Russian language, about their experiences with learning Russian, and about their opinion of different methods and approaches we are using in teaching Russian. The paper analyzes a subset of the data from this study which concerns student motivation and attitudes towards learning Russian. The goal of the study was to compare heritage students’ attitudes toward learning Russian with non-heritage students’ attitudes towards Russian. The paper focuses on differences and similarities in the attitudes towards learning Russian between the two groups of learners. 



