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We describe the general design and some specific annotation guidelines for creating an annotated linguistic resource in Heritage Russian, expandable to other heritage languages spoken in the United States, to be used by the research and language education communities, with the theoretical focus on investigating the properties of pragmatics in Heritage Russian. Cooperative communication lies at the interface between grammatical knowledge and general social cognition. It includes “hearer modeling” - structuring one's speech to facilitate its assimilation into hearer’s discourse model. This task requires both such universal skills as high-order intentional reasoning; and language-specific ones involving manipulation of linguistic structures. The boundaries between social cognition, grammatical universals, and language-specific rules in pragmatics are best studied in speakers who have not completely acquired a language, and so must use strategies outside the target language grammar for pragmatic tasks. However, young children are unsuitable for this, since their performance is affected by limitations of experience, memory, and attention. In Heritage Language (HL), acquisition of the home (chronologically first) language is interrupted when chronologically second language is introduced, at which point linguistic representations undergo restructuring over time (Polinsky 2008a). Pragmatics of HLs is almost entirely unstudied; yet understanding it is crucial for any theory of linguistic competence and language contact, and for any language education curriculum looking to bring HL speakers (HS) to native-like proficiency. 

As the development of the parsed corpora of historical English has shown (Kroch and Taylor 1999 and subsequent projects), annotating variable and changing language data with structural information can lead to significant linguistic insights. Our corpus is aimed to provide easy access to information about language structure and meaning that is needed in the study the Heritage Speakers' proficiency. 




