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This paper will analyze and contextualize the role of the gnomic present in Anna Karenina as the tense most responsible for the charges of didacticism to which Tolstoy has traditionally been subject. It will examine gnomic moments such as the epigraph, first sentence, proverbs, and maxims in terms of narrative theory, intellectual history, and Tolstoy's personal views on genre, pedagogy, and historiography.



