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The talk presents an attempt to recreate, step by step, a number of dances that Valentin Parnakh invented and performed as part of Meyerhold's two stage productions, “D.E.” and “Bubus the Teacher.” Inspired by various dancing styles he saw at Diaghilev’s Ballets Russes, Parnakh created his own of eccentric solo dance style in which the Diaghilev-inspired elements mixed with: a) elements of acting techniques he had learned as a student at Meyerhold's 1914 studio; b) rhythms and movements Parnakh borrowed from poetry and jazz.

