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The relationships between word and music in Russian rock have been a complicated issue since the very beginning of the movement in the 1960s. On the one hand, it’s no secret that Russian rock was born out of an attempt, however naïve and futile, to re-create on the Russian soil what “The Beatles” and other major Western rock bands had done, and it was the music, not half-understood English lyrics, that won the hearts of the Russian listeners, inspired them to take up guitars themselves, and to start composing songs – in English, the sacred language of the new rock-and-roll religion. One of the many inherent paradoxes of Russian rock is that in its roots, it’s not Russian at all; the first bands that sang in Russian were initially ridiculed, because the language was seen as “inappropriate,” “unsuitable” for the rock music. After just a few decades, the multi-volume anthology called “Поэты русского рока” is being published, and one of the most popular and successful Russian rock authors has proudly announced, in full accordance with the famous national tradition of literature centrism: “... феномен ‘русского рока’ является культурой текста par excellence” [Кормильцев, 31]. Investigating the history, as well as the existing theories about the word-music relationships in Russian rock, this paper offers a more balanced, synthetic approach that allows us to better understand what Russian rock is (and is not) and why this strange phenomenon that was declared “dead” as early as in the 1970s is still alive and continues to constitute a very important, if controversial, part of contemporary Russian culture.
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